HANDOUT: FIVE REASONS TO DO BUSINESS WITH MCC

T

he Millennium Challenge Corporation (MCC) is an independent U.S. Government
agency created with strong bipartisan support to fight global poverty in select poor
countries with a demonstrated commitment to good governance. MCC’s time-limited
grant investments promote economic growth and help people lift themselves out of
poverty, creating more stable, secure countries with new business opportunities abroad
for American firms.
Across Africa, Asia, Europe and Latin America, MCC invests in projects like power, clean
water, land rights and roads. MCC opens the door for companies to work in new markets
with fewer up-front risks—a critical first step to building a long-term presence in the
global marketplace.
MCC-funded procurements are primarily conducted by partner country governments
through each country’s Millennium Challenge Account (MCA)—a local entity set up to
manage and oversee all aspects of program implementation. MCC’s Program Procurement
Guidelines (https://www.mcc.gov/resources/doc/program-procurement-guidelines) govern
MCA procurements. To support MCC operations, MCC headquarters in Washington,
D.C. awards Federal Acquisition Regulations-compliant contracts. MCC- and MCAcontracted firms are partners in MCC’s work to transform lives and create opportunity.
There are lots of great reasons to work with MCC—below we’ve highlighted five of them.
To learn more about MCC and MCA procurements, visit www.mcc.gov/work-with-us.
1. INVOICES ARE PAID DIRECTLY BY THE U.S. TREASURY
All contract payments are paid directly by the U.S. Treasury, which mitigates common
risks associated with working in emerging economies and guarantees that invoices are
paid as quickly as possible.



2. THE PROCUREMENT PROCESS ESTABLISHES A FAIR PLAYING FIELD
All contracts are awarded based on fair and open international competition with no country preference.
The MCC model includes checks and oversight at every step of the procurement process so companies
are treated fairly. To ensure a level playing field in most high-value procurements, government-owned
enterprises are not eligible to compete for MCC-funded contracts.
3. ALL MONEY IS AVAILABLE UP-FRONT
MCC’s funding is appropriated by the U.S. Congress and committed to specific programs up-front, with
no incremental or partial funding. So when a contract is signed with an MCA, money is already available.
4. WINNING CONTRACTS ARE PRICE-REASONABLE AND BEST VALUE
MCC requires all MCAs to conduct a price reasonableness analysis of each procurement so a
commercially reasonable price is paid. Proposed prices that are considered unreasonably high or low
may be rejected. Proposals are evaluated by independent technical experts based on the best value for
American taxpayers, taking into account references, technical quality, and past performance.
5. INTERNATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL AND LABOR STANDARDS ARE ENFORCED
MCC guidelines ensure that companies implementing MCC-funded contracts don’t harm the
environment or engage in unfair or unsafe labor practices. Companies with experience complying with
these standards have an advantage during the bidding process.
PROCUREMENT AND PARTNERSHIPS
MCC works with other organizations to increase the scale, impact, and sustainability of our povertyreducing programs. We invite organizations across the globe that share our goals of fostering economic
growth to reduce poverty to learn more about working with us. For more information on how to work
with MCC, contact workwithus@mcc.gov.
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